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Identification and implementation of adaptation response to Climate Change
impact for Conservation and Sustainable use of agro-biodiversity in arid and
semi-arid ecosystems of South Caucasus

The Caucasus Region is exceptional for its agricultural species and a large variety of its wild relatives. Preservation of existing
agrobiodiversity has a great importance for agricultural sustainability and the welfare of local community. This has become
especially noticeable since the climate change.

Because of the climate change the serious decrease of agrobiodiversity in arid and semi-arid ecosystems is expected,
the vulnerability of which is confirmed by number of studies in all three South Caucasus countries.

The project "Identification and implementation of adaptation response to Climate Change impact for Conservation and
Sustainable use of agro-biodiversity in arid and semi-arid ecosystems of South Caucasus" is implemented by Regional
Environmental Centre of the Caucasus (RECC).

Overall objective of the project is to build adaptive capacities in the South Caucasus countries to ensure resilience of
agro-biodiversity of especially vulnerable arid and semi-arid ecosystems and local livelihoods to climate change.




The specific objectives of the projects are as follows:

= To promote agro-biodiversity conservation and adaptation to Climate change through introduction of supportive policy
framework at national and local level

= Toimprove institutional and individual capacity for sustaining agro-biodiversity in arid and semi-arid ecosystems and
increasing livelihood level in face of climate change

" Support in development and implementation of adaptative measures to improve resilience of local communities to
future climate change through introduction of sustainable agricultural practices in selected regions

The project will contribute to the promotion of sustainable livelihood and alleviation of poverty via better understanding of
problems related to climate change impact, its socio-economic dimension particularly affecting ecosystem integrity,

rural production and food security by introducing of adaptation practices, developing regulatory and institutional
framework to consider climate change issues in planning, enhancing local capacities for sustaining their livelihood level

in face of climate change and developing the replication strategy to extend results of the activities and upscale best
practices in other regions of the South Caucasus.

The project has the regional scope and will be implemented for 3 years (2011-2014) in all three South Caucasus Countries
(Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia) with the financial support of EC. The project is co-financed by German International

Cooperation Society (GIZ).
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The following activities will be implemented within the
framework of the project:

m To conduct field inventories and develop vulnerability profiles for agro-biodiversity resources in priority
areas of the most vulnerable arid and semi-arid ecosystems

® To conduct gap analysis of the national/local development strategies and plans related to
conservation of biodiversity and agriculture in light of climate change aspect

m To review the existing institutional capacities at national/local levels to mainstream
agro-biodiversity and climate change adaptation issues into national/local development
policies and plans

m To review traditional farming systems and local knowledge on agro-biodiversity production
to outline their adaptive characteristics to cope with the changes in climatic conditions

H To organise series of training programmes for decision makers and local population on value
of agro-biodiversity and sustainable agricultural practices to reduce climate change risk

" To develop methodology and introduce public monitoring system for assessing climate
change impact on ecosystem

u Toimplement pilot adaptation projects in selected communities

® To conduct information dissemination campaigns on replicating good experience
from conducted adaptation activities to other communities of all three countries




